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Notice of Grounds for Rejectio n (Office Action) 



Mailing Date: October 12, 2004 



Re: 

Date of Action: 
Examiner: 



Patent Application No. P2000-255054 
September 29, 2004 
Michitaka ITABASHI 



Applied Article: Section 29 subsection 2 

The present application should be rejected for the following grounds. If the 
applicant wants to argue against the rejection, an argument shall be filed within 60 
days after the mailing date of this notice, i. e. by December 11, 2004. 



The invention as defined in Claim 4 and 5 of the present application shall not 
be patented under the provision of Japanese Patent Law, Section 29 subsection 2, 
because they could have been easily made, prior to the filing of the application, by a 
person skilled in the art, on the basis of the inventions described in the following 
publications distributed in this or other country prior to the filing of the application. 



Citation 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No. 2000-089760 
Citation 2: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No. HEI 06-308990 

A cited reference 1 describes an invention of a musical sound synthesizing 
apparatus which extends tone colors by loading of a plug-in board. 

A cited reference 2 describes an invention of a karaoke apparatus (musical 
sound synthesizing apparatus) which generates musical sounds by merging internal 
MIDI data and external MIDI data for use in performance. 

An invention, which relates to claim 4 in this application, is such a thing that 
a merge function as in the invention described in the cited reference 2 was simply 
added to the invention described in the cited reference 1, and particular difficulty of 
figuring out is not found in adding the suchlike function. 



GROUNDS 



Detailed Comments 



In addition, a musical sound synthesizing apparatus having automatic 
performance and automatic accompaniment functions is well known (a karaoke 
apparatus is one kind of automatic performance apparatuses). 

To use the invention described in the cited reference 1 for an automatic 
performance and an automatic accompaniment apparatuses is a mere design matter, 
and to synchronize musical sound generation in a plug- in board with temp clocks of 
automatic performance and automatic accompaniment on that occasion is a matter 
of course. (it is hard to think unsynchronized automatic performance and 
automatic accompaniment.) 



At the moment, there appears to be no particular ground of rejection 
regarding the invention as defined in the other claims than the above-mentioned; 
however, whenever any new ground for rejection is found, a further Office Action 
informing the new ground for rejection is issued. 



Record of Investigation Result of Prior Art References 

■ Technical Field Investigated: IPC 7th Edition G10H 1/00 - 7/00 

• Prior Art References : 

Citation 3: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No. HEI 10-319954 

Citation 4: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No. 62-187396 

Citation 5: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No. HEI 08-248952 

Citation 6: Japanese Patent Application Unexamined Publication No. 2000-511311 

Citation 7: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No. HEI 06-175658 

Citation 8: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No. 59-232395 



Note that this Record of Investigation Result of Prior Art References in no 
way constitutes grounds of rejection. 
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